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“We agree with the Government that getting lone parents into sustainable work, that takes them and 

their children out of poverty, is vital if the Government is to reach its poverty targets. 

 

Whilst we accept the case for greater conditionality on lone parents to seek work, we are not 

convinced that the JSA regime is flexible enough for their needs. 

 

There are real concerns that JSA conditionality cannot be adapted to reflect the complex realities of 

lone parents' lives. We strongly recommend that the Government, through Personal Advisers, 

applies personal conditionality with the intention of supporting lone parents to enter sustainable 

employment. 

 

Sanctions should never apply when there is proven lack of affordable and suitable childcare or 

where the lone parent is engaged in work related education or training. 

 

We are concerned about the Government’s plans to exempt only parents who are entitled to claim 

Carers’ Allowance from the requirement for lone parents to work. The proposal does not reflect the 

reality for families with disabled children, particularly those with the most sick and vulnerable 

children. 

 

Lone parents of disabled children should receive every support to help them to work, but a broader 

definition is needed for those exempt from the requirement to work. We recommend that the 

Government engages in further deliberation on this matter with the relevant stakeholders and 

seriously consider a wider group for exemption. 

 

We are concerned about the impact of the Jobseeker’s Allowance sanctions regime on children and 

family poverty. On Income Support the sanction is 20% of the personal benefit while on Jobseeker’s 

Allowance it is up to 100%. 

 

DWP needs to review sanctions levels on Jobseeker’s Allowance and develop a strategy on 

sanctions which takes account of the interests of children. Moving lone parents onto JSA will only 

be effective if appropriate childcare is in place for them to use. We received evidence that lone 

parents are currently struggling in many areas to find appropriate, affordable childcare. We agree 

with Jane Kennedy that “It would be a pretty draconian system” if child care was not available for 

lone parents and yet the level of income they received was predicated on them finding a job. 

 

Conditionality should be linked to the availability of childcare and before and after school care.  If a 

lone parent claims that appropriate affordable childcare is not available, it should be for the 

Department to show that such childcare is available.” 

 

“The Government’s child poverty strategy must have the child’s welfare at its heart and we have 

received strong evidence that the churn of parents moving in and out of work impacts adversely on 

both children’s wellbeing and their belief in the value of work. Both contribute to intergenerational 

worklessness and poverty. The effect of parents moving in and out of work may be more damaging 

for children than continuous unemployment.” 

 

“Mini jobs of less than 16 hours a week can be a vital first step into work, particularly for those 

furthest from the labour market. We recommend that the Government increase the earnings 

disregard for out of work benefits to improve the incentives for people to work mini jobs.” 


