
1/  EO. The national charity Education Otherwise strongly recommends that home educating lone 

parents remain on Income Support because of their additional caring responsibilities.  

 

2/ GOVERNMENT'S OWN  PAPER SAYS HOME EDUCATORS SHOULD BE 

EXCEPTION. The Government's own Command Paper came out against conditional benefits for 

home educators. "It was strongly felt that increased conditionality was not appropriate for:  

• parents with disabled children or whose children had additional needs;  

• carers of both disabled children and adults;  

• mothers fleeing domestic violence;  

• and parents who choose to home educate."  

 Page 117 [http://www.dwp.gov.uk/welfarereform/readyforwork/readyforwork.pdf ]  Command 

Paper 7290 Ready for 'Work: full employment in our generation December 2007   

3/ HOURS IN SCHOOL. Children who go to school are out of the home and away from the direct 

care of the parent for 30+ hours a week.  

4/ DISABILITIES AND SEN. A growing number of lone parents home educate children with 

disabilities and special needs. The Minister says that only when children receive middle rate 

Disability Living Allowance or higher will the lone parent be permitted to remain on Income 

Support. The forms for DLA are 40 pages long and almost half of all claims are rejected. Education 

Otherwise argues that home education is equivalent to being a full time carer and home educators 

need to be allowed to stay on Income Support because the Jobseeker's Allowance cannot be adapted 

to our families' needs. If your family had particular difficulty in claiming middle rate DLA it would 

be worth mentioning this in your consultation response and in the letter/email to your MP.  

Read our 2 page summary of the Work and Pensions Committee Report 2008 for more information 

(http://www.freedomforchildrentogrow.org/workandpensionscommitteereportJSAmay08.pdf).  

.  

5/ EXTENDED SCHOOLS/CHILDCARE. The Government childcare promised by 2010 relies 

heavily on the provision within extended schools to which home educated children will have 

virtually no access. Where the home educated child is able to attend after school club this would 

only be between 4 and 6pm, which would not give a parent time to take the children, travel to work, 

do a paid job and then travel back to the school to collect the children.  

Please contact EO (governmentpolicy@education-otherwise.org) for more information on home 

educators' lack of access to the facilities of extended schools as this is an area we have been 

watching closely.  

The Government's Work and Pensions Committee is very sceptical of Government claims about the 

availability and suitability of childcare. Read our 2 page summary of the Work and Pensions 

Committee Report 2008 here – 

http://www.freedomforchildrentogrow.org/workandpensionscommitteereportJSAmay08.pdf.  

7/ HOME EDUCATION SAVES MONEY. Home educators receive no funding for home 

education. The per capita school funding for each child is simply retained by the state. Each home 

educated child entering the school system costs the state £5,000.  

8/ GOVERNMENT'S COMMITTEE REPORT SAYS JSA IS IN URGENT NEED OF 

COMPLETE OVERHAUL  

The Government's Work and Pensions Committee Report on Child Poverty 

(http://tinyurl.com/4k8mmc) published in March 2008 stated quite clearly that benefit sanctions 

should only be applied with extreme caution, and that the Jobseeker's Allowance regime is 

inflexible and in urgent need of a complete overhaul. 



Read our 2 page summary of the Work and Pensions Committee Report 2008 here - 

http://www.freedomforchildrentogrow.org/workandpensionscommitteereportJSAmarch2008.pdf.  

9/ RESEARCH SHOWS THAT HOME EDUCATION WORKS 

Research has shown that home educated children flourish both educationally and socially with one-

to-one support for their learning and personal development outside the school system.  

http://www.dur.ac.uk/p.j.rothermel/Research/ESRC/PipsBaseline.htm 

“Whilst the home-educated children outscored their school counterparts, those from lower socio-

economic groups outperformed their middle class peers. It appeared that a flexible approach to 

education, and a high level of parental attention and commitment, regardless of their socio-

economic group and level of education, seemed the most important factors in the children's 

development and progress." 

http://www.primaryreview.org.uk/Downloads/Int_Reps/6.Curriculum-

assessment/Primary_Review_RS_3-3_report_Primary_Curriculum_Futures_080208.pdf  

http://tinyurl.com/2hubzt ( shorter link for Cambridge University Primary Review )  

Cambridge University Primary Review February 2008 Primary Futures . This academic report 

considers the evidence base for educational alternatives. “Studies of home schooled children show 

clear and substantial evidence of high (and above average) performance. “ “One constant in the 

midst of much complexity is the better than average performance of home schooled children when 

compared to age cohorts in the general population. “ 

 

 

 


