
Dear Ms Strathie 

 

I am a home educating lone parent on Income Support and I also volunteer for the national charity 

Education Otherwise which provides support and information for families whose children are being 

educated outside school.   

 

I am writing to you because I noticed that Minister Stephen Timms has referred JobCentre training 

questions to you in the past.  

 

Recently I wrote an article for our Newsletter which is posted to over 4,000 member families. The 

article asked for feedback about Work Focused Interviews. Without exception, members wrote to 

tell me that they were being harassed at the JobCentre and being told that by October at the latest 

they will have to put their children into school or have their benefits stopped. Many JobCentre staff 

do not even seem aware that Home Education is a legal option. 

 

I asked for information from the wider membership  because I had come to realise that my own 

personal experience was the exception to the general rule.  

 

I belong to an internet support group for home educating single parents and when I wrote about my 

own positive and supportive WFI on 31st December in Sheffield, ( where my Lone Parent Advisor 

told me nothing had been decided and that I shouldn't worry because I was doing an important job 

home educating my son ) I received an inordinate number of replies saying that everyone else's 

experience had been completely different and that others had encountered hostility, suspicion, 

criticism, negative judgemental attitudes and a complete certainty on the part of the LPA that lone 

parents would have to stop home educating and put their children into school.  

 

I have written about this to Roger Pugh the consultations co-ordinator for the original Green Paper 

and also to the DWP welfare reform address which was being staffed during the Autumn 

consultation period, but I have not yet received any reply.  

 

As you know, the White Paper published in December said :  

 

"There was a strong feeling that the system should not penalise those who have a genuine need to 

stay at home and care for their children, regardless of their age. There was a strong sense that 

support was needed long before entitlement to Income Support ceased. Support should be flexible 

enough to deal with changes of circumstances and individual familiesï¿½ needs, and focused on 

progression and training as well as retention." It was strongly felt that increased conditionality was 

not appropriate for:  

• parents with disabled children or whose children had additional needs;  

• carers of both disabled children and adults;  

• mothers fleeing domestic violence; and  

• parents who choose to home educate" 

I just wrote the following to my MP, Richard Caborn  :   

  

"I don't feel able to talk about this with Theo because he would become extremely anxious about the 

stark choice of being forced into school or living below the poverty line. Theo has many Asperger's 

Syndrome traits and would find it impossibly stressful to enter the school or college system at this 

time. Home education is working brilliantly for Theo and this is recognised by our Local Authority 

in Sheffield. I would be extremely grateful if you could establish whether home educating lone 

parents will in fact be treated with consideration as recommended in the White Paper or whether I 

will have to tell Theo that he is now going to be forced into school. "  



So, my questions are :  

 

What is happening ?  

Will lone parents have to stop home educating ?  

Will the White Paper recommendations be followed ? 

Have JobCentre staff been instructed to tell home educators  

to put their children into school ?  

Will there be any right of appeal ?  

 

Thank you in advance for your help  

 

Fiona Nicholson  

Chair Education Otherwise Government Policy Group 

 


